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Date: 09/04/2020

To: Directors of Healthcare Facilities in the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi

Subject: Novel Coronavirus Circular

(COVID-19)

Greetings,

In accordance with increased numbers of
detected COVID -19 cases in the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi and to ensure prompt identification
and follow up of confirmed cases and their
contacts, all healthcare providers in the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi including labs, private
and government healthcare facilities as well as
screening centers should activate measures/
work process that would ensure implementing
the below immediately:

First: laboratories conducting COVID-19 tests:
All laboratories where COVID-19 PCR test is
done, should report positive results
immediately to healthcare facilities that sent
samples and should continue to provide daily
reports by email to ADPHC. Labs and
healthcare facilities should agree on effective
and quick reporting mechanism of positive
COVID-19 results as a priority.

Second: Healthcare facilities responsibilities

COVID-19
samples were collected, should notify
ONLY confirmed COVID-19 PCR results to
ADPHC
notification system (IDN) immediately after

e Healthcare facilities where

using the infectious diseases
receiving the result from the lab by
selecting Coronavirus (COVID-19) from the

IDN list.

e Website Link:
https://bpmweb.haad.ae/UserManagem

ent/Login.aspx
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e Healthcare facilities should immediately
arrange admission for their COVID-19
positive cases in their facility. If bed not
available, coordinate with DOH operation
center.

e Confirmation is required for cases with first
positive COVID-19 PCR, a second sample
should collected within 24 hours of
receiving the lab report from lab.

e Healthcare facilities should follow the
management  protocol of COVID-19
exposed healthcare workers , kindly see
flow chart in appendix 1.

Notes:
e UAE federal law mandates reporting

infectious  diseases  like  COVID-19.
Reporting should be done immediately.

e Department of health have the right to
implement sanctions against HCFs that are
not compliant with reporting as per the
federal law.

For coordination:

Please communicate with Dr. Mariam Al Mulla -

Section Head, Communicable Diseases - via email:
mallmulla@adphc.gov.ae

Thanking you for your kind cooperation.

“This circular is designed for regulatory procedures and
should not be used as content for media publication”

Appendices:
Contact tracing in Health care setting.
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Contact Tracing for COVID-19 in Health care setting

Protected exposure with proper PPE Unprotected exposure (no proper PPE)

Trace all HCWs with unprotected exposure and
screen them for COVID-19 regardless of

Symptomatic symptoms
, v
Exclude from work and test for COVID-19 Asymptomatlc
\ Negative

PCR

Positive
PCR

Positive
PCR

Negative

PCR

(' Monitor symptoms for 14 \
days from exposure

*  Work with surgical mask on

Allow daily normal activity * Repeat test if symptoms

when symptoms free Admit and isolate appear within 14 days of Admit and isolate
\_ unprotected exposure )

Consider screening staff exposed to COVID-19 patients regularly even if there are protected with proper PPE.
Exposure duration is defined from date of illness onset in index case and throughout their symptomatic period.

Healthcare worker who provided direct clinical or personal care or examination of confirmed case of COVID-19 or was within 2m of a confirmed
case or had direct contacts with body fluids from a confirmed case for any length of time is considered as close contact.
Extra caution is required for HCWs performing aerosol generating procedures
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