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THE EMIRATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Circular No.(2025 / 42) o3, poeni

Date: 18/03/2025

To:

All Healthcare Facilities Providing the
Comprehensive Screening Program (IFHAS)
All Healthcare Professionals

Subject: Introducing Liquid Biopsy
(Shield Test) for Colorectal Cancer
Screening

We would like to extend our greetings and
wish you continued success.

Further to the Circular No. (190/2024)
regarding introducing the new Liquid
Biopsy Shield Test for early detection of
Colorectal Cancer, and in continuation of
the efforts of the DoH and Abu Dhabi Public
Health Center (ADPHC) to provide the
latest preventative tests to maintain the
health of our population in the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi, the DOH and ADPHC are
officially announcing the expansion of the
Liquid Biopsy Shield to all Comprehensive
Screening Program (IFHAS) healthcare
providers, as it will be integrated within the
program.

Therefore, kindly be advised that effective
immediately as of this circular date, all
facilities licensed to provide the
Comprehensive Screening Program (IFHAS)
must implement this new test for eligible
UAE nationals, based on the inclusion and
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exclusion criteria specified in the attached
document.

Liquid Biopsy Shield Test is a new screening
tool for colorectal cancer, and not a
replacement for the gold standard of
colorectal cancer screening including
colonoscopy every 10 years or annual FIT.

Contact Details:

For any inquiries in this regard, please
contact the Cancer Prevention Team at

ADPHC via the following email address:
cancerprevention@adphc.gov.ae

Appendices:

- Updated
Criteria.

Inclusion and Exclusion

- Care Pathway for colorectal cancer
screening.

- Operational Workflow.

We hope that all will adhere to the above,
in the best interest of the health sector in
the Emirate.

Thank you for your cooperation,

“This circular is designed for regulatory procedures and
should not be used as media publication”.
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Colorectal Cancer Screening
Liquid Biopsy Test

Operational Plan for Healthcare Providers
March 2025




Inclusion @

Exclusion @

Liquid biopsy Inclusion Criteria

40 Years and above

* Unwilling to have colonoscopy or Fecal Immunochemical Test (FIT).

Excludes individuals with any of the followings (high risk):
* Personal history of colorectal cancer.

* Genetic disorders: Known hereditary / germline risk of CRC (e.g., Lynch syndrome or Familial
Adenomatous Polyposis).
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. Source: Clinical experts from CCAD and existing DOH guidelines
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